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“Powers may be conferred on public officials and agencies for the attainment of
appropriate ends, consistent with g plausible account of the public good; but such powers must
not be abused for extrancous ends, serving only private interests, nor wielded in a manner that
undermines the ideal of freedom as independence. No one should be at the mercy of

unfettered official discretion; and the enforcement of legal constraints on such discretion is a
necessary part of the idea of government according to law.”

T ITel e uiede &8 T 1, alted =TerIT Wit ferr Stafet o,

“Now, if secrecy were to be observed in the functioning of Government and the
processes of Government were to be kept hidden from public scrutiny, it would tend to

promote and encourage oppression, corruption and misuse or abuse of authority, for it would

all be shrouded in the veil of secrecy without any public accountability. But if there is an open

Government with means of information available to the public, there would be greater
exposure of the functioning of Government and it would help to assure the people a better and

more efficient administration. There can be little doubt that cxposure to public gaze and

scrutiny is one of the surest means of achieving a clean and healthy administration. It hag

been truly said that an open Government is clean Government and a powerful safeguard

against political and administrative aberration and inefficiency.”
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